2022 TACTUPCBKE ITOCJIAHHSA
E€EMUCKOMIB YKPATHCHKOI KATOJIMIBKOI IIEPKBU KAHAJIA
3 HAT'OJIH CBATA BOCKPECIHHA I'OCIIOJHBOI'O

Bceeuecnimmm Otisim, [Ipenogo6aum Cectpam Ta Bparam Monamux CrinsHot, CeMiHapucTam
ta Bipaum Ykpaincekoi Katonunekoi Llepksu B Kanami:

Xpucroc Bockpec! Boictuny Bockpec!
Hopori Bpatu i Cectpu y Xpucri,

Icyc ckaszae im: «ne bitimecsy
(Mates 28:8)
Besmkaens i Bockpecinns: Ilonopox Bin Ctpaxy no Pagocri i Hanii

Croroani mu cBsTKyeMo ciiaBHe CBato Bockpecinns Hammoro ['ociona Icyca Xpucra. Croroani
MU pajiieMo XpHUCTOBIH mepemMo3i HaJ| rpixoM 1 cMepTio. CbOTO/IHI BCE CITIOBHUIIOCS PAICTIO.

B uaci cBatkyBanus [Ipasuuka Bockpecinns Hamoro ['ocrnona, Koiu Mu HAMaraeMoch
YCBIIOMHTH 3MICT IIOTO CBATA, PO3TyMaiiMO PO KiHOK MHPOHOCHIIb — TUX XTO MEPIIUMH OTPUMAITH
3BicTKY mpo Bockpecioro I'ocroaa i po3BakmMo Mpo IXHIO HaJA3BHYAWHY MaHIPIBKY BiJl CTaHy CTpaxy 110
pamocTi 1 Haii.

Muponocwuiii € cBikamu [cycoBoi cmepTi 1 BoHM Oaumiin Miciie e 0yJo Horo moxoano. Bouu
TaKOX CTaJM CBIJIKAMH HOT0O BOCKpeciHHs. CaMe BOHU OTPUMAJIM CJIABHY HOBHHY BiJ] aHTeNIa IKUHA M
cka3aB: «He Oilitecs; Bu mykaete 3a Icycom 3 Hazaperty sikoro po3sin’sutu. BiH Bockpec; HOro TyT HeMae.
[TomuBiTHCSI, OCH Miciie Jie 0yJI0 HOTO TTOKIaICHO. WniTh, i CIIOBiCTITH HOr0 amocToIiB i [Tetpa, mo BiH
e nepen Bamu 10 ["amuiei; Tam Bu fioro mobauure, sk i ckasas s Bam» (Mapko 16:6-7).

Opnnak y po3noBini npo Bokpecinns y €Banrernii Bi Mapka M TakoX yuTaeMo: « ToJ1i ®KIHKH
MUPOHOCHII BUMILIH 1 TOOIrIu 3 rpoly, 60 CTpax i 3AMBYBAHHS OXOMWIHU iX; 1 BOHU HIYOT'O HIKOMY He
po3skazaiu, 00 Hayskanucs » (Mapka 16:8).

Crpax MIr MOTeHLIHHO 3yIUHUTH KIHOK MUPOHOCHUIIb BiJl BUKOHAHHS 3aBJaHHS, SIKE JI0PYYUB IM
anresn. CTpax MaB 3/1aTHICTb Napaji3yBaTH iX, OCIINUTH iX. CTpax CIPUYMHUB KIHKAM MUPOHOCHUIISIM
XBHJIIOBAaHHS, NIEPEJISIK, MAHIKY, TPUBOT'Y, HE3JaTHICTh 110 Aii. Llelt cTpax Mir cTaTé NpUYHHOIO TOTO, 10
MU O HIKOJIHM He Ji3Haiuch npo Bockpecinns ['ocniona; 1 mu 6 gymanu, mo Icyc 3anummuBes y rpo6i
Ha3aBXK/H.

[Ipore, IKHUMOCH YNHOM KIHKH MUPOHOCHII1 3MOTJIH NepeOopoTH y co0i 1ei cTpax. €BaHrenie Bij
Mares Ham kaxe: «Tozl BOHM IIBUAKO 3aIMIIMIMN IPi0 Y CTpaci, i 3 BEIUKOIO padicTio MOOIrIN
CHOBICTUTH Horo anoctoniB. Pantom Icyc 3ycTpiB ix 1 cka3aB: «Bitato!» [ BoHM migiinuim 10 HbOTO,
MIPUIIAIN 0 HOro HIr 1 MOKJIOHMIUCH HoMy. Icyc cka3aB iM: «He OiiiTecs, HaiTh 1 cKaXiTh MOIM OpaTtam
00 #num o Nanmei, Tam Bonu nobayars meHe» (Mares 28:8-10).

CTpax KIHOK MHPOHOCHIIb [IEPEMIHHBCS y PalicTh 1 Ha/it0. BigHaiineHa HUMH CMUIUBICTB 1 CHJIA
nepeMiHuUIA iX Ha CBifIKiB i mocaniB Bockpecinns. Ixue cBimuenns no3pomuio Jo6piit Hopuni Crosa
Bo>xoro nomupuTUCh 1 BOHM COPUYMHIIIMCH J0 30UIBIIEHHS YUCIIa BIPHUX 10 Mailke IBOX 3 MOJIOBUHOIO
MUTISIp/IIB JIFOJIEH, SIK1 3apa3 HACIIAYIOTh XPHUCTa, a I1e TPETs YacTHHA JIFOJICTBA.

VY 11bOMy KOHTEKCTI, IbOoropiuHe cBATKyBaHHs CBaTa Bockpecinns Hamoro ['ocriosa yBech CBiT
CriocTepirae y 3HeBipi 1 TPUBO31 CIPUYMHEHUMH BTOPrHEHHAM Pocii B YkpaiHy, 3anoaistHumMu
pYHHYBaHHSIMH, 1 BTPATOIO TUCSY HEBUHHUX HUTTIB, BKJIIOYHO 3 J)KIHKaMH 1 JITbMU. BosI3Hb BiiiHH,
Mo/110HO SIK 1 cTpax *KIHOK MUPOHOCHI[b, MA€ 3/IaTHICTH Mapani3yBaTy 1 He JIUIIE JIto/iel YKpainu, ane i
TaKOX IIIUH CBIT.

Opnak, sik Mu 0a4MMO CTpax He nmapaiizyBaB Ykpainy. [locepen xaocy, sikuii mpuHecia BiifHa
VYkpaiHii 3HalIuM XopoopicTh 6OPOTUCS 1 O0OPOHSITH CBOI CiM’1, 1 CBOiX ONMKHIX. Binbime Toro, mroau
VYkpainu, He JHIIe CMITMBO 3aXHUIIIAI0Th CBOO JIEPKABHICTH, ajle TAKOXK 3aXHUIIAIOTh MPUHIIAITN CBOOOIH,



JI€MOKpATii, ClpaBeUIMBOCTI, 1 TOBAry JI0 TiTHOCTI 0COOH; IIIHHOCTI, SIKi ITUB1TI30BaHUM CBIT MMOBAXA€ Ta
npornarye.

Mu mMoxkeMo 3anuTatu cede, Mo € MPUIUHOI0 Takoi xopoOpocTi ykpainmiB? KopoTkoro
BIAMOBIAIO € iXHs Bipa B bora Ta y Bockpecioro I'ocriona. 3rigHo 3 naBabor0 «IloBicTio BpemenHnx
JliT» mwe y nepmomy cromitti CBatuii Anocron AHmpiii, migHsaB xpect I'ocnioaniit Ha Geperax [nimnpa,
MIPOPOKYIOUH, IO BeJIMYHE MicTO Oyze 30y/1I0BaHO Ha CXHJIAX ITi€l piKKM — ChOroIHIIIHE MicTo KuiB, sike
MIPOTSATOM CTOJIITh OYJIO IIEHTPOM BipH 1 CBiqueHHs boxkoi 1100081 10 boxkoro moxy. CTOMITTSIMH BOPOTH
HaMaraJiuch 3aXOIMHTH IIi 3eMJIi, ajie KOXKHOTO pa3y Hallli JIFO/IA TOBCTABAJIM 3 KATAKOMO IMEPEeMOXKIISIMU Ta
3 OCOOMCTHM JIOCBIYEHHSIM XPHUCTOBUX CTPAKIAHB 1 PO3IIATTS, 1 KOKHOTO pa3y BOHH MOJOPOKYBAIH JI0
Bockpecinns i BinmpomkeHss. Och Jie Hapo | Y KpaiHu Yeprae CBOKO CHITY.

CrporofHi, cTpax Mae 3AaTHICTh 3aMIYIIATH TOJIOC CBITOBOI CIiTbHOTH. [10/1I0HO 70 KIHOK
MHUPOHOCHIIb, 3HAKAIMO Y c001 CMUIUBICTh TOOOPOTH Haml cTpax. [IpogoBKyiMO TOBOPUTH OJTHOTOJIOCHO
1 eTUHUM ceplieM [T o0pa Jitoieil YKpainu, He JO3BOJIbMO UyKHHCHKOMY arpecopy HOLIHPIOBATH
HEHABHCTh Ta HeMpapay. Po3moBinaliMo mpaBay Mmpo Te, 110 BigOyBaeThes B YKpaiHi, 1 y COMAapHOCTI 3
YKpaiHCBKUM HapOJ0M NEPEKOHYHMO, 110 BiliHA € 3JI0M 1 1[0 MU € €JMHUM IIIJISIXOM JI0 MailOyTHBOTO.

Ha rosioc € mouytum. CBIT €1HA€THCSA Y MOJIMTBI 32 MUP B YKpaiHi Ta y JJOIIOMO31
CTpaXJar0uoMy YKpaiHChbKOMY Hapomay. Arpecist Pocii cnpuunamia 6e3npeneieHTHy ryMaHiTapHy
KpH3y, K01 He 6auuB cBIT BiJ 3akiHueHHs [[pyroi CBiToBoi BiiiHu, ane Takox Jr0ACTBO BIATYKHYJIOCS Y
Oe3nperneIecHTHOMY BUSIBI JIFOOOBI Ta y HaJlaHHI TyMaHITapHOI JOMOMOTH /ISl TOCTPAKAAI0UHUX.

Mu monumoch 3a MUp B YKpaiHi Ta y 1ijioMy cBiTi. B oco0auBuii ciocié Mu MOJIMMOCH 32 JTIOACH
B YKpaiHi, sIKi IEpEKUBAIOTH BiliHY. MU MOJIMMOCH 32 iXHIO Oe31eKy, 3a 0e3meKy ixHix cimeil. Mu
MOJIUMOCH 32 THX, SIKI OyJIM BUMYIICHI 3QJIMIIUTH YKpAiHy 1 3a TUX, SKi 3aUIIWINCh TaM. MU MOJIMMOCH
3a THX, mo nomepnu. Hexait 'ocrionp 6marocinosuts Bac i [IpecBsra boropoautist BisbMe Bac i MOKPOB
CBOro oModopy.

V gaci cearkyBanHs CBsita Bockpecinus Oy1bMo ®KiHKaMH MUPOHOCHIISIMH. 3BUTBHIMOCH Bif|
YCSKOI'O CTpaxy SKHH Hac CKoBye. M1iMO 1 CMUIMBO MPOMOBIYHMO paaicTh €BaHIeNbChKOI BICTKH,
Boxoi 11000Bi 1 MUIOCEPAs TSI CBITY, 1100 yC1 3MOTJIH TIOCBIAYNTH MPABIUBY PATICTh 1 HAIIO Y IXHBOMY
KHTTI.

Mu, €nuckonu Ykpaincekoi Karomuipbkoi [lepksu B Kanasai monumocsk 1100 nacka boxa
HaIOBHUJIA Ballll Ceplis, ceplis BalllUX PIAHMX Ta JAPY3iB Ta 100 pagicTh Ta MUp 3alaHyBalll MIXK yciMa
JFOABMH.

Xpucroc Bockpec! Boictuny Bockpec!
Bami y Xpucri,

+ JlaBpenriit I'ynynsk, YHCBB,
MuTtpononut-Apxuenuckon BinHine3bkui

+ J{aBug MoTIOK,
€napx EamonTOHCHKMI; AntocTonbehkuit AnminicTparop Helo-BectMincTeperoi €nmapxii

+ bpaen baiina, YHI,
€napx CackaTyHCbKH; ATIOCTONIBChKUI AMiHicTpaTop €napxii TopoHTO

+ Muxain Bisuap, UHI,
€nuckon-emeput CackaTyHCbKUI

+ Credan XMmissp,
€nuckon-emepuT TOPOHTOHCHKUI
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OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA
ON THE OCCASION
OF THE FEAST OF THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD

To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters and Brothers, Seminarians and Laity
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada:

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid”
(Matthew 28:8)

Easter and the Resurrection: A Journey from Fear to Joy and Hope

Today, we celebrate the glorious Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Today, we
rejoice in Christ’s victory over sin and death. Today, all things are filled with joy.

As we celebrate the Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord, and as we try to make sense of what it
means for us today, let us reflect on the myrrh-bearing women — the first to encounter the news of the
Risen Lord, and their incredible journey from fear to joy and hope.

The myrrh-bearing women are the eyewitnesses of Jesus’ death and the place of his burial. They
are also the witnesses of his resurrection. They are the ones who receive the glorious news from the
angel, who tells them, “Do not be afraid; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He
has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. Go, tell his disciples and Peter that
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you” (Mark 16:6-7).

Yet, in the Gospel of Mark’s telling of the Resurrection account, we read: “So the myrrh-bearing
women went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid” (Mark 16:8).

“Terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.”

Fear had the potential to prevent the myrrh-bearing women from fulfilling the task given them by
the angel. Fear had the potential to paralyze them, to bind them. Fear brought about in the myrrh-bearing
women worry, terror, panic, anxiety, an inability to act. Fear could have prevented us from ever learning
about the Resurrection of Our Lord, instead leaving Jesus buried in the tomb forever.

Yet, somehow the myrrh-bearing women were able to overcome their fear. Matthew’s Gospel
tells us: “So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly
Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.
Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see
me’” (Matthew 28:8-10).

The fear of the myrrh-bearing women had turned to joy and hope. Their newfound courage and
strength transformed them into witnesses and messengers of the Resurrection. Their testimony allowed
the Good News of the Word of God to spread and the number of faithful to increase greatly, so much so
that today some 2.38 billion people around the world are followers of Christ, that is, one-third of the
world’s population.

In the context of this year’s celebration of the Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord, the whole
world watches in disbelief and dismay that Ukraine has been invaded by Russia, causing massive
destruction and the loss of thousands of innocent lives, many of whom are women and children. The fear
of war once again, like that of the myrrh-bearing women, has the potential not only to paralyze the people
of Ukraine but the entire world.

Yet, this is clearly not the case. The people of Ukraine have found courage to fight and to defend
their families and neighbours in the midst of the chaos that war brings. Furthermore, the people of



Ukraine fight bravely not only to defend their nation but the very fabric of freedom and democracy,
upholding the fundamental ideals and principles of justice and human dignity that the world values and
promotes.

We might ask ourselves just where does the courage of the people of Ukraine come from? The
short answer is faith in God and in the Risen Lord. Already in the first century, Saint Andrew the
Apostle, according to the chronicle The Tale of Bygone Years, erected a cross on the banks of the Dnipro
River, prophesying that a great city would be built on its shores — today’s city of Kyiv, which has stood
through the centuries as a centre of faith and witness to God’s love for God’s people. For centuries others
have coveted these lands, yet each time the people of Ukraine, led by the Church, have emerged
victoriously from the catacombs, experiencing in their own right Christ’s passion and crucifixion,
journeying to the Resurrection and the newness of life. In this the people of Ukraine find strength.

Today, fear has the potential to silence the voice of the people of the world. Like the myrrh-
bearing women, let us find courage to overcome our fear. Let us continue to speak with one voice and
one heart, speaking on behalf of the people of Ukraine whose voice is being attempted to be silenced by
foreign aggressors. Let us speak truth about what is happening in Ukraine, in solidarity and with
conviction that war is wrong, and that peace is the only path forward.

Our voice is being heard. The world has responded in an outpouring of prayer for peace in
Ukraine and love for its people by providing unprecedented humanitarian aid in response to the world’s
worst humanitarian crisis since the Second World War.

We pray for peace in Ukraine, and throughout the world. We pray in particular for the people of
Ukraine as they endure the war. We pray for their safety and for their families. We pray for those who
have left Ukraine and those who remain. We pray for those who have died. May God bless you and may
the Mother of God spread her omophorion of protection upon you.

As we celebrate the Feast of the Resurrection, let us be the myrrh-bearing women of today. Like
them, let us break free from any fear that holds us back. Let us go tell others, boldly and with courage, of
the joy of the Gospel message, of God’s love and mercy in the world, so that they too may experience joy
and hope in their lives.

As the Ukrainian Catholic Bishops in Canada, we pray that God’s grace and love fills your heart,
and that of your family and friends, and brings happiness and peace to all people.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
Sincerely Yours in Christ,

+ Lawrence Huculak, OSBM, Metropolitan Archbishop of Winnipeg

+ David Motiuk, Eparchial Bishop of Edmonton; Apostolic Administrator of New Westminster
+ Bryan Bayda, CSsR, Eparchial Bishop of Saskatoon; Apostolic Administrator of Toronto

+ Michael Wiwchar, CSsR, Bishop Emeritus of Saskatoon

+ Stephen Chmilar, Bishop Emeritus of Toronto



